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thanks for sharing -- that is awesome!

As an 'old' typing teacher, I remember when the IBM Selectric's came out - oh man,
everyone wanted to have some of those in the class. :-) Remember when the electronic
display with 120 characters came out and you could "type", review the passage and when
you hit the return key it would spit it all out using the found type font ball, you could
change the type font by changing out the ball/head/whatever we called it back then.

Is we all have encountered, I remember when students would say, "Why do I need to learn
this, I'll never use this again." I think that I was one of those ninth grade students. I think
that keyboarding is an invaluable tool and over the years has become even more valuable
as it appears that everything has a keypad associated with it. That said, I think that it is a
skill that is long-in-the-tooth and will go away in the blink of an eye when it's functional
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replacement appears. Really, next to being a surgeon, who spends hundreds of hours
learning such a specialized skill anymore.

We are going through Jane's mom's mountains of stuff and as I was going through the
pictures I came across this one - it was just to cool not to save. It's one of her college
friends from Stephens College (back when it was a two year, girl 'finishing' school). I'm
working on making it a smaller file size and will repost. :-)

Attachment:  Rosie "old school cool" texting in bed (336.387 KB)

Keyboarding is not taught in K-12 anymore or very little, this is based on my personal
knowledge and experience. I was sparingly taught keyboarding in elementary and then
some in middle school. I think it is making a come back in some places, but it has been
phased out because people assume now days that students come to school knowing how to
type. Pretty big assumption. I think it is a barrier with the movement with Google Apps as
you mentioned. Laptops and computers are still the norm in most schools and knowing
how to type is a needed skill. I have known some students who were fast two finger typers
like your dad. If it works don't change it.
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