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I'm sure that the Language Resource was particially grant funded and I'm can't remember if
the ANCSA had funding or if it was taken on as a University project.

I do agree with your statemen that "acquiring English language skills is important" and
without such it would be hard to survive and I also agree that we shouldn't expect the
schools to be the sole mentors on language or culture. There has to be a balance. I
remember when I was in elementary school, I had a pen pal who lived in California who had
to go to "chinese school" after her public school day. There is where she practiced the
language and learned the stories and traditions. Her cultural mentors felt this was a way to
keep their culture alive.

Sort by Order

 Heidi Olson

??

Date of Last PostDate of Last Post ▼ Descending▼ Descending

FilterFilterPrint PreviewPrint Preview

Quick Links

←← OK OK

Collection – ED F650 UX1 201403 (CRN 75226) Current ... https://classes.uaf.edu/webapps/discussionboard/do/message?se...

1 of 5 8/25/16, 4:27 PM



RE: Olson- Culture and Technology
Author:

Edited Date: September 22, 2014 4:50 AM
Status: Published

Reply QuoteQuote Mark as UnreadMark as UnreadThread:
Olson- Culture and Technology

Post:
RE: Olson- Culture and Technology

Author:

Posted Date: September 21, 2014 9:58 PM
Status: Published

Lots of good points brought up and I am glad FTA was mentioned and Heidi you mantioned
some great resources, which goes to show how technology is having a positive impact in
Alaska in the sharing of knowledge and materials.  It is a step in the right direction.  If you
are curious about teachers' cultural responsibility here is the Guide to Implementing the
Alaska Cultural Standards for Educators . 

As someone who has been through two student teaching internships I have had to prove I
can pursue these cultural standards as an educator and implment them.  I also had the
privledge to vist Quinhagak, AK and witness technology use in a rural setting.  I believe
culture starts at home and in the community.  It is the teachers job to embrace and
encourage it in and outside the classroom.  Teachers by no means should be the sole
source of culture.  The community, the families, and the students are meant to be the
source of culture.  Teachers can utilize technology to help highlight local ways of knowing
and encourage students to record their culture through technology. 

Language is important to any culture and knowing more than one is usually beneficial. 
What I think is difficult about the Alaska Native languages and perserving them is that they
are tied to the land in manys ways.  If you are not interacting with the Alaska environment
and speaking a Alaska Native language I think it can be difficult to learn and perserve it all. 

I agree there need to be more Alaska Native teachers and Alaska is trying to encourage this,
but it is a difficult business.  That is why Alaska has cultural standards for educators, so as
to encourage non Alaska Native teachers to be more culturally responsive and active.
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The question of whether the classroom is the place for cultural education is a tricky one. I
do feel that cultural understanding (and learning about other cultures, including one's own)
is a very important outcome of education. However, there needs to be a line somewhere
(but where, I don't know). Teaching the language in a classroom seems ok to me for these
reasons:

- it potentially falls into the category of elective content, particularly for high school
students and beyond. I mean that these students typically learn a language and they should
be given the option of learning a language of personal cultural significance if at all
possible.

- it may be practical knowledge for that student. What I mean here is that a non-native
student living in a predominantly native village may experience real benefits to knowing the
local native language or customs (the same can be said of a non-hispanic student in a
predominantly hispanic are down south, or any other similiar situation).

In both of these situations, the school isn't teaching culture because it's the school's
responsibility to do ensure the continuation of the culture but because it is the school's
responsibility to graduate culturally aware students who have valuable life skills.

Heidi,

   what a great prompt for discussion, "Should these resources be used only in small
communities..." I feel that we need more educators who are proficient in one or more of the
languages of our indigenous people in the classroom. I'm not aware of the numbers of
educators that come from our smaller communities, but one of the articles I read suggested
that it was abysmal. How to encourage more youth to become teachers in their
communties? One of the articles I read spoke about FTA clubs and how one young person
was excited at the prospect of becoming a teacher. I now see that the Future Teachers of
Alaska is the Future Educators of Alaska http://www.futureeducatorsalaska.org/

Let's not just use the resources in small communities. We can improve understanding and
open the eyes of all of our young people by using similar resources. Perhaps the upcoming
educators from Anchorage, Fairbanks and Juneau that will choose to stay in Alaska can be
indoctrinated (and I mean that in a good way) early on in the importance of acceptance,
understanding, and keeping as much of our language and heritage, whomever we are.

Collection – ED F650 UX1 201403 (CRN 75226) Current ... https://classes.uaf.edu/webapps/discussionboard/do/message?se...

3 of 5 8/25/16, 4:27 PM



Author: Status: Published

Heidi I learned a lot just from visiting your links.  I agree with your statement on the value
of historical events.  I am a fan of living history and ensuring we record the thoughts and
knowledge of our most precious resources while they are still around to tell the stories. 

Who funded the projects?  I assume these were grant funded projects?

Your closing questions around language acquisition and the larger population is
interesting.  While protecting the native language is culturally important I think acquiring
English language skills is educationally important.  This is an issue that is debated coast to
coast not just in Alaska.  In the lower 48 the conversation is around protecting the Hispanic
culture and ensuring a culturally relevant education.  But, when we drill down into the
stated goal of education as it sits today, we are focused on testing.  Test scores are not
impacted by culture. Don’t shoot me for this question but is the classroom the appropriate
place for cultural impactful education?  Personally, I believe it should be woven in as the
strand of “prior knowledge” but what do you think?
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